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The Virginia Voters Alliance, Hampton Chapter, submitted a complaint to the Hampton 

Commonwealth’s Attorney calling for an investigation and action against Election Officers 

who violated Virginia Code by disregarding voter identification requirements. 

 

HAMPTON, VA – August 7, 2018 – Virginia Voters Alliance announces today that its 

Peninsula chapter submitted a formal complaint to the Hampton Commonwealth’s Attorney 

on July 16, 2018 alleging that the chief and assistant chief election officers at a voting 

precinct in Hampton willfully disregarded Virginia law regarding voter identification 

requirements. 

On Election Day, November 7, 2017 a voter presented an out-of-state driver’s license as his 

identification to an election officer staffing a screening station for voting. As a Virginia 

driver’s license is the only driver’s license permitted for voter identification, the election 

officer referred the voter to the chief election officer who decided that the out-of-state license 

was permissible for voter identification. 

The chief and assistant chief election officers instructed the election officers performing the 

screening to accept out-of-state licenses without question and to not ask for any of the other 

forms of ID that are permitted by Virginia law.   

At least one election officer questioned this practice. Considering the chief and assistant 

chief’s positions of authority, their experience, and that they had recently been trained on 

election procedures, the subordinate election officers assumed that voter ID requirements 

had changed.  

Because the precinct serves a local university, the presentation of out-of-state licenses was 



not uncommon there. A valid student ID from a Virginia university is an alternative to a 

driver’s license, but the election officers were instructed to not ask for one.   

It is estimated that a large number of the voters at that precinct were university students and 

that the acceptance of out-of-state ID may have been repeated many times. 

The normal procedure when voters who do not have acceptable ID but are registered to vote 

at the precinct, is to provide them a provisional ballot for their completion and submission 

to the chief election officer on site.  The voter then has several days to present a valid ID at 

the city registrar’s office.  The city Electoral Board reviews provisional ballots and allows 

those it determines to be valid to be included in the final count of ballots. 

The election officer who brought this to the attention of the Virginia Voters Alliance was 

new to this precinct. There is reason to believe that this illegal practice was not an isolated 

incident and may have been in force in many previous elections.  

 

 
About the Virginia Voters Alliance (VVA) 
Virginia Voters Alliance is an initiative developed by citizens for citizens, meant to inspire 
and equip volunteers for involvement at every stage of our electoral process.  VVA 
promotes ideas that actively protect the rights of legitimate voters, regardless of their 
political party affiliation. The Virginia Voters Alliance was formed to provide a trans-
partisan, state-wide organization that is devoted to improving election laws and voting 
processes in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  Its goal is to eliminate opportunities for voter 
fraud and ensure open and honest elections for all citizens of Virginia. For more 
information, please visit www.virginiavotersalliance.org. 
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